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Date:
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StrapleD:

thereBefore time. when the sieve was in the ~'Iheat,

were E~~~ --.
I-Tow, Strapleg was very intelligent. I

~

One of them was ca.lled Strapleg.

On e day t he(i~~;~- f! ~~~~V
the coUc'1try made ~"n 8.nnouncenent: "The one who i can succeed

in bringin.::: to our city the8 of the bi~lill

recei ve G, re'!ilard.l! Of course, the t1'JO brothers i 1'Jent to

the lcin:~'; e.nd saic: t "Strapleg, our third brother, can do

t hi s .11

Straple,g was very much afre"id. 1'011, my li:ing, 'I he se.id,

Ilho1'J can I do thlSt' I ar'li sure the giant \-:;i11 ee.t me. 11

But 1~oulo the kin:c~ listen to him? }~o . 11You 1';;111 go, 11

said the kin,S. l'If you refuse td go, your hee.cl v,ill be

cut off.'1

Strapleg~ thou[;ht a while, and then he decided that the

best thinF': to do -'laG to gO, so he started on his ~~ay.
- Be

1~ent a little, he went fflr; he went by rivers ancl mountainE"i['
urltil at last he came to the house of the gie.nt. The stablE:

1'lhere the horse was kept was near the house. Straple!: entere

the str..ble anc,- hid himself in 01. corner



lo~

l:"fter a while, the giant came in to reed the horse.

But the horse was not 2.ctine; normally

instead, 

he was

neighing.

The giant thought. !'Perhaps there 1s someone here. II

He bega.n to search everY\1here, but he could not find anyone,

so he left the stable. Of' course, StrapleE; tool:: the horse

and very eas 113T brou~ht him to the l{ing.
t

This time, the l:inf'~ orderecl_,

the8of the giant.'1

Straple~ was alarmed.

"IJow you 1.';i11 bring

back

"Illy Jring, how can I br1n!?:~ it?

If I entered the giant's house, he ~'Ioulcl eat me 1;111 thout

cooking me. I'

The king answered, lIt-lake your choice. E1thel~ you go

or your head 111111 be cut off. IT

Did Strapleg have a choice'? So again he started tot~ard

the giant's house. He had a lot Of~ in his ~~~

lIe entered the house g,nd secretly put all the fleas in the

tf~~"
~

bed.

It was not lonE; before the fleas began to bite the giant.

He could not sleep, so he said, "Dear wife, thro\'J this bed

outdoors. II

tvhen the 1\ife had talcen the bed outside, Strapleg got

~

hold of it and too}:: it to the palace.

,'1 

ha t CLO you thirur the

king as1~ed him this time? !!You 1'li11 bring; the giant himself

t " h ,," 0 me, e s J.a..
t
~;

..t
Strapleg did not are;ue this time, I

becau.se i he lmel': he ha(

no choice. fIe changed- his clothes t puttinp; on an artificial
/ '~

<"j)6r)(/
beard and moustache. He pretended to be very olQ. hen he



~

except 
for 

S
trapleg 

and 
the 

tree.

that 
he 

opened 
his 

bit; 
m

outh 
and 

sw
allo~

led 
the 

w
hole 

w
orlcL

l1.t last, 
S

trapleg: 
clim

bed 
a 

tree.

T
he 

al~
cry 

,~
iant 

got out 
of 

it 
and 

began 
to 

follow
 

S
trapleg.

1 t 
8110- 

clo~
Jn and 

fell 
on 

the 
ground 

t

th1nl: 
I 

1',111 
let 

you+
 go'?

carpenter?

shoulder 
and 

1i.rent on 
his 

i'Jay 
to 

thE
:

the 
bo:/':: and 

nailec.. 
it 

on 
ever:,T

 sicle.

the 
to::::>

 01'1 1 t,

set 
into 

it, 
so 

that 
1~

e ce.l1 see 
if 

m
y m

easurem
ents 

are;

finished 
it.

D
o 

you 
w

ant 
m

e to 
build. 

one

I 
am

 a 
very 

crafty 
carpenter. 

I 
bU

ild~
O

X
~

 
big 

and sm
all.

outside.

C
rLt11e to 

the 
house 

of 
the 

£~
i'i:.nt 

t 
S

traple6 
S

8.W
 hiL'l 

';lork1n

stanc'cin

fl;Jhy 
do 

Y
O

'Ll not 
o'pen 

your 
m

outh, 
E

;iant'?

B
ut 

as 
you 

can 
im

agine,

S
trapleg 

lau~
:;-hed..

O
n 

the 
v'iay,

11his 
tim

e, 
~

3trapleg 
m

ade 
another 

reques t.

T
he 

giant 
e.sreecl, 

and- lay 
dow

n 
in 

the 
box.

S
trapleg 

bege.n 
to 

build 
the

T
he 

gie.nt 
said,

S
traple[:!,; 

Im
e'!,

l'i;~
ht 

O
J! the 

cornel' 
df 

his 
m

ou.th.

H
e 

greeted 
the 

gi~
~

nt 
t 

saying,

};ire 
you 

done?'

T
hen 

he 
saiC

L t

to 
see 

\.'lhether 
it 

\:,111 
fit.11

the 
[;iant 

asked,

the "Y
es.!!

:e-1 a
"'t

""0'"
('1

-.J-~
. 

,., '-"-l.-

111
caught 

you.

"honorable 
~

iant,

the 
bo:;;: 

W
8.S

 ver~
- 

heavy.

II C
an 

I 
com

e 
out, 

nO
1'

T
he 

tree 
by 

chance 
w

as

T
he 

giant 
1~

as so 
anG

ry

68. t 
Ilil;"

pc:.lace

brea1::inc; 
into 

pieces.

H
e 

put 
it 

on

J.'l.fter 
a 

v-Jhile, 
he 

had

I 
caudht 

yO
U

"-,- 
,.

"0 
honorable 

~
ial'lt

I 
v;ill 

jU
1tl}) into 

i

tqo, 
so 

he 
S

E
'.icl,

.t~
nC

L he 
closed

l",h" 
0-0 ''au 

not
" 

oJ

"Let 
1'18 put

his

3ucld.enl~

just?!!

10 
Y

O
'll

,~

--
just 

your 
size 

?II



'The stupio- giant opened his mouth. Straple cut a

thicl:: branch froI1 the treE) and threl'I it into the giant I s

Of course,!;louth. the [;iant diecl suddenly. 'I'hen Straple[;::

Ii ved by hiL1self in the whole empty ~Jorld

(I heard this story from my mother, and she heard it

froI.'1 her !:lather.


