Story #79 (tape )

Narrator: Osman Tan, aged 12
Location: Village of Azizli, in

Kaza of Ceyhan, Adana.
Date: February 1962

The ﬂauldrun—headed. Lx-Toothed Sister

Unce there was, and once there was not, when it was a long time ago,
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there were a hushand and a wife. They had/ three snngjand a lot of sheep, but

they had no daughter. One day the mother prayed to Ged, "O, God, let me YL

have a daughter, even if her head is as big a3z a cauldron and her teeth are -
like axes.”" It ?appened that after a while!they did in fact have a daughter
whosq head was big as a cauldron and Who%e teeth were like axes.

'They noticed after a while that as missing from their flock
every day. To f nd out who it was that was carrying off the sheep, the sons
were put on guarﬁ at night, each taking his turn. The first night it was
the turn of the éldest son. While he was watching he became sleepy, and did
not see that his‘cauldron—headed and ax-toothed baby sister got up from her
bed and went to #he flock and there ate the sheep. The next night it was the
turn of the midd*e brother to be on guard, th he also fell asleep toward
the middle of th% night, and again the cauldron-headed, ax-toothed sister got
up, killed anoth#r sheep, and ate it.

When it Was‘the turn of the youngest brother to watch, he nanaged to
stay awake, and #e saw their baby sister get ouk of her bed, go to the flock
of sheep and kil# one, and then eat its flesh. In the morning he told his
parents about thﬂs, He said to them, "The sheep are being eaten by your
cauldron—haaded,!ax—toothed daughter."

The parents‘were very angry with what the youngest son told them about
their daughter. ‘They said to him, "How could a little baby like that

possibly do such‘a thing?"
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Very much o#fended at the attitude taken by his parents, éhe youngest
son left home. He mounted his horse and rode away. As he left home he was
eating dates alo#g the way and throwing the ﬁit# on the side of the road.
Finally, after riding for some time, he saw a light in the distance and went
toward it. When}he arrived at the cottage wherF the light was burning, he
discovered that én old woman lived there. H? asked her whether she could

use him as dfg?}%gggé) She hired the young man as a shepherd, but she warned

him never to take the sheep near the three nearby mountains because they

were filled with monsters.

The next daj the young man began his job as a shepherd for the o0ld woman
He took his gun and his flock and he went to%thé first of the mountains about
which he had been warned. There he came face to face with a lion. When the
young man aimed his gun at the creature, the lion said to him, "Stop--have
pity on me. Spare me. I have two cubs in a cave, and I will give you one
of them if yau will spare me." The lion went back and got one of the cubs
and gave it to the young man. The young man returned that night to the
cottage of the old woman. He took the cub with him, and told the old woman
to take care of it for him.

The next day he took his flocks to the decond mountain. This time a
bear approached him, and when he was about to sﬁoot the bear, the animal
said, "Stop--have pity on me. I shall give jou one of my cubs if you do not
shoot me." He got the cub from the bear, and that evening he took it home
and told the old woman to take care of his bear also.

The next day the young man went with his flocks to the third mountain
where he met a tiger. He was about to shootithe tiger when the tiger said
to him, "Stop--have pity on me. If you do ndt shoot me, I shall give you one

of my cubs." The tiger gave him the cub, an4 he took it home and gave it to
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care of her sheep.

ground with a stick and thinking,
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