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1here were once three brothera who had ~:~;~~. ODe day when thoy

c.. hcae trca the~ they discovered that their donkey vas aiasing..

It' Dot where they had left it.

'!be eldest brother examined the SllOUUd caretul~ and said, n~e .jall

Who .tole our donkey had short letgs."

-If' he had short legs." said the middle brother. "then he must ha're

been beardless."

I "It he haa short leg8 and is beardless," said the youngest brother,

then hi. na.e aust b.c~~"1

In this 88ae village there vas a k~se na8ed Muaa. '!be three brothers

vent to him and said. "uncle Musla. give our donkey back to us."

"Why do you think that I haye your donkey?" the kMse asked.

"Well, we have thought about this matter," said the eldest, "and

we haTe c~cluded that 1 t was you who took our donkey."

1 The k'Ose deni.d haTiag the donkey. end he asked them to take their
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cue to cour'\ it they tho1Jght that they had any claim against him. ~ley
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went to th~~~&Dd he set a date tor the~:~~-:

.j. At the hearing. the ~ udd to the three brothers. "Have you arkY'

Gi!::t;;:a:.. to proTe that Musa Btole~ your donkeY'?"

"Bo, but we guessed that it; aut have been he who stole it," said

the eldest brother. "We are sw~e that we are right."

~though the kBle is a physical type, he is not always short, as he :l8
80 otten de.c~d in folk ta14!s. The name ~ is frequently given
to the kole, not because that il a real name but because it echoes t:~e
8ound ot!~ Euphony of' vowels is indigenous to the Turkish l&ngl1age,
certain prescribed vowels al~TS f'ollowing certain other vowels. This
similarity of' sounds between ~ and ~ is thus more appreciated by
a Turkish audience than bY' an English one.
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IDle ~ thought about 'thils for a ainute. and then he said to the

~rothers. "Go out ot the roam tor a tev ainute. and then come back again."
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When the brother. c:ae l'8C)t into the roca. the ~ said to th_.

"Can you guess what I have 111 ~r pocket f"

The eldest brother said!. "~L'he thing that you have in your pocket

~~. 

round."

"then 1 t 1s ".e llov .""If it i. round," said 1~he middle brother,

~

"If' it is rO\md and if' :It jLs yellow." said the youngest. "then i't

aust be aD orange."

The ~ then turned to Mwla and said, .Produce the donkeyl"

"It i. h~ in .,.(!~~," said the kose, and the case was closed.
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