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On e was a man who had ~~~~~~~~) He called them to him one da¥/e,. I!t.-.I-e

and tol em that he would soon die. "I want to distribute my property

among you,'1 he said, !'but I fear that I shall not be able to do it justly.

Before your mother died, she said that one of you was not my son and should

But she would not tell menot inherit any of my lands but only some money.

which of you it was, and I cannot decide. When I die, you are to go to the

<:E~~of th' next village and have him divide the property fairly. He is a

wise man and will know which of you to dispossess from my lands." A short

while aftet talking thus with his sons, the man died and was buried.
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The <fi;;;-bro~;aCked some food and set out for the neighboring

missing.

The e~dest brother said, "This camel was probably stolen from its

owner. " They walked on a little farther, and when they came to a place

where the camel had lain on the ground, the eldest brother spoke again, "The

camel's lo~d consisted of butter on one side and honey on the other."
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The 'S"i"Cond brother said, "The camel's tail was cut off; it had only a

stump for ~ tail."

The ypungest brother looked about the spot carefully and then said this:

"There wasl a pregnant woman riding on the camel's back.

AThen, having rested for a while, they continued on their journey.

little farther along the way they met a~~Carrying his heavy felt
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This YUruk asked the three brothers whether
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overcoat over his shoulder.

they had seen a camel

"Was the camel blind in one eye?" they asked.

IIYes," said the Yuruk, "he was.'1

Ills the camel you are looking for missing one tooth?"

"Was it stolen from its owner?"

"Yes."

"Was it loaded with butter and honey?"

"Yes. II

there a pregnant woman riding on the camel?'!

Now tell me where I can find my camel, good men."
"Yes, yes.,

IIWe don't know where it is, II they all answered at once.

The Y\1ru'k could not believe this, and he said to the brothers, "You

know all about my camel, and yet you say that you do not know where it is.

Tell me, at least, where you saw it."

"We have not seen it,~~~~!~" answered the eldest brother.

The Yuruk then became very angry with the three brothers, and he got

He went to theup and left them where they were sitting beside the road.

and he complained to the judge about their suspicious behavior.

While he was still talking to the judge, the three brothers arrived, and

when all four were present before him, the judge addressed the brothers:

"This man has made a complaint against you. You Jescribed his camel

How can this be? "
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"Efendim, we didn't see the camel, but we knew what it looked like from

various signs," said the eldest brother.

"How did you know that it was blind in one eye?" asked the judge.

The second brother said to the judge, "Efendi~ there was corn growing

on both sides of the road, but the camel ate from only one side. I concluded

that it must have been blind and didn't see the corn on the other side."

"That was a reasonable guess," said the judge," but how did you know

that it had a tooth missing?'!

"When the camel cropped grass," said the youngest, "there was always a

small tuft of grass left where it had bitten. That is how I knew it must

have had a tooth missing. I'

lIVery well," said the judge, "but how did you know that the camel had

a bobbed tail?"

~!@~ II said the second brother, "wherever the camel left droppings

along the trail they were always in a single heap. If the camel had a long

tail, it would be swishing off flies in this hot weather. If it were swish-

ing off flies, it would scatter the droppings, and they would not then fall

in one heap. II

"How did you know that one saddle bag was loaded with honey and the

other with butter?"

"I saw," said the eldest brother, "that all along the road there were

bees on one side where some drops of honey had oozed down, and on the other

side were ants where melted butter had dripped."

IIR"", did you kn"", that the woman who was riding on the camel's back

was pregnant?" asked the judge.

"Because she dismounted often to urinate," said the youngest, "and
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in order to get up each time, she pressed her hands heavily upon the earth."

"That may be," interrupted the judge, but he was still not satisfied

Hewith the innocence of the brothers, and he decided upon one more test.

had a chest with a locked drawer, and when the brothers went to drink water,

he opened this drawer, put an orange in it, and then he locked the drawer

again.

When the brothers returned, he placed the chest in front of them

and saidt "If you can tell me what is in that locked drawert I shall acquit

you at once.

The eldest brother shook the chest and said, "The object in this box

is a round one

The second brother said, "If it is round, then it is yellow."

And the youngest brother said, "If it is yellow, then it is probably

an orange."

The judge then opened the locked drawer, and to the surprise of all

those standing about the place, they saw that it was an orange inside. Then

the judge said to the YurUk, "Go and search for your own camel. These man

have not seen it. II


