Narrator: Abdurrahman Boyac: :
Location: Village of Kaz:mkarabekir Karaman

Kaza ‘]a, Province.
(named after orld War I

general named Kizim Karabekir)
Date: February 1962
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Once there was a man who had He called them to him one da' ”‘f 1hmate

and told them that he would soon die. "I want to distribute my property

among you,'| he said, "but I fear that I shall not be able to do it justly.
Before your mother died, she said that one of you was not my son and should
not inherit any of my lands but only some money. But she would not tell me
which of you it was, and I cannot decide. When I die, you are to go to the

of th# next village and have him divide the property fairly. He is a
wise man and will know which of you to dispossess from my lands." A short
while aftei' talking thus with his sons, the man died and was buried.
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The <three brothers) packed some food and set out for the neighboring

village where the kad: lived. On the way they came across the footprints of
i+ +hrorher - — elbat

a(EEmeI) The eldest brother said, "But the camel had only one eye."
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The youngest brother then added, "And besides, this camel had one tooth
missing.

The eldest brother said, "This camel was probably stolen from its
owner." They walked on a little farther, and when they came to a place
where the camel had lain on the ground, the eldest brother spoke again, 'The
camel's load consisted of butter on one side and honey on the other."
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The stcond brother said, "The camel's tail was cut off; it had only a
stump for P tail.”

The youngest brother looked about the spot carefully and then said this:

"There was‘ a pregnant woman riding on the camel's back.

Then,| having rested for a while, they continued on their journey. A

little farther along the way they met acarrying his heavy felt
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overcoat over his shoulder. This Yiirilk asked the three brothers whether
they had seen a camel

"Was the camel blind in one eye?" they asked.

"Yes," said the Yiiruk, "he was."

"Is the camel you are looking for missing one tooth?"

"Was it stolen from its owner?"

"Yes."

"Was it loaded with butter and honey?"

"Yes."

there a pregnant woman riding on the camel?"

"Yes, yes. Now tell me where I can find my camel, good men."

"We don't know where it is," they all answered at once.

The Yd@rik could not believe this, and he said to the brothers, 'You
know all about my camel, and yet you say that you do not know where it is.
Tell me, at least, where you saw it."

"We have not seen it," answered the eldest brother.

The Yiruk then became very angry with the three brothers, and he got
up and left them where they were sitting beside the road. He went to the
nearby village and went to the very judge the three brothers were seeking,
and he complained to the judge about their suspicious behavior.

While he was still talking to the judge, the three brothers arrived, and
when all four were present before him, the judge addressed the brothers:

"This man has made a complaint against you. You Jescribed his camel
accurately for him, but then you told him that you had never seen this camel.

How can this be?"
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"Efendim, we didn't see the camel, but we knew what it looked like from

various signs," said the eldest brother.

"How did you know that it was blind in one eye?" asked the judge.

The second brother said to the judge, "Efendim, there was corn growing
on both sides of the road, but the camel ate from only one side. I concluded
that it must have been blind and didn't see the corn on the other side."

"That was a reasonable guess," said the judge," but how did you know
that it had a tooth missing?"

"When the camel cropped grass," said the youngest, "there was always a
small tuft of grass left where it had bitten. That is how I knew it must
have had a tooth missing."

"Very well," said the judge, "but how did you know that the camel had
a bobbed tail?"

vigﬁﬁﬂm," said the second brother, 'wherever the camel left droppings
along the trail they were always in a single heap. If the camel had a long
tail, it would be swishing off flies in this hot weather. If it were swish-
ing off flies, it would scatter the droppings, and they would not then fall
in one heap."

"How did you know that one saddle bag was loaded with honey and the
other with butter?"

"I saw," said the eldest brother, "that all along the road there were
bees on one side where some drops of honey had oozed down, and on the other
side were ants where melted butter had dripped.”

"How did you know that the woman who was riding on the camel's back

was pregnant?" asked the judge.
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"Because she dismounted often to urinate," said the youngest, "and
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in order to get up each time, she pressed her hands heavily upon the earth."

"That may be," interrupted the judge, but he was still not satisfied
with the innocence of the brothers, and he decided upon one more test. He
had a chest with a locked drawer, and when the brothers went to drink water,
he opened this drawer, put an orange in it, and then he locked the drawer
again. When the brothers returned, he placed the chest in front of them
and said, "If you can tell me what is in that locked drawer, I shall acquit
you at once.

The eldest brother shook the chest and said, "The object in this box
is a round one

The second brother said, "If it is round, then it is yellow."

And the youngest brother said, "If it is yellow, then it is probably
an orange."

The judge then opened the locked drawer, and to the surprise of all
those standing about the place, they saw that it was an orange inside. Then
the judge said to the Yiirlkk, "Go and search for your own camel. These man

have not seen it."



